Leaders and Nobodies
they expect the cooking to be done without continual
discussion. Clearly, there is a danger of tyranny. No
form of social organkation can provide security
against all dangers. But even the Russian revolu-
tionaries, who began in 1917 and 1918 with com-
mittees and discussions for running industry, were
compelled by the facts of the case to establish absolute
authority and obedience to authority as the rule. Thus
no form of social organization can dispense with
complete and absolute authority in its Government.
The Basis of Public Authority
The authority which flows in a democracy from "the
people" into the Government has not, however, its
final or fundamental source in the "will of the people,"
as the authority of the king under the "divine right"
had not its source in the king. The authority comes
finally from "the nature of things," the good which
is in certain relationships between persons. Human
beings are so constituted that certain relationships
between them are good and certain others bad. In
each man, therefore, is the force or influence which
is the basis of authority.
How, then, can a democratically chosen and remov-
able Government have enough authority to control
the situation in any crisis? The reason for the weakness
of Governments in certain countries now under
dictatorship was clearly that ordinary folk had not
grasped their own authority to command, as